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WELCOME 

Welcome to Ocean Harbor Watch. This will be 

our final newsletter of the high season. We will 

publish again later in the summer.  

What a season it’s been! Ocean Harbor’s 

Volunteer Appreciation get together highlighted 

our amazing community. We have more than 

16 committees hard at work to ensure we 

remain the premier condominium on the beach. 

We are grateful to each or our volunteers; it 

certainly does take a village! 

A special thanks to our exceptional Ocean 

Harbor Board. The hours and dedication they 

give on our behalf inspires all of us. Our 

sincere gratitude to John, George, Ed, Roger 

and Ron for all that takes place at Ocean 

Harbor.  

To those of us who are heading home, please 

travel safely and enjoy your summer. For those 

staying here, please look after our community 

until we return.  

(Pictured on the cover are many of the OH 

Volunteers. Unfortunately, not all volunteers 

were able to attend the Volunteer Appreciation 

Event. We appreciate all that you do!) 

Denise DeChristoforo and Roger Shulze 

editors 

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

Dear Ocean Harbor Owner, 
                 As you are probably aware, there is 
a tremendous shortage of properties for sale in 
Southwest Florida, and this shortage includes 
Ocean Harbor Condominiums.  Without a 
doubt, Ocean Harbor Condominiums are one 
of the most desirable properties on Fort Myers 
Beach today.  They not only offer more square 
feet of living area than the majority of 
condominiums, but they are conveniently 
located just across the street from the Gulf of 
Mexico, and these features are becoming more 
and more important to buyers. When buyers 

compare Ocean Harbor to Waterside 
condominiums, they find similarity in square 
footage, but they also know that Waterside is 
located one mile from the Gulf of Mexico! 
 
DID YOU KNOW? The letter you just read was 
dated October 24, 2000! In the immortal words 
of that famous American philosopher, Yogi 
Berra, “It’s deja vu all over again.” 
 
DID YOU KNOW?  The published Ocean 
Harbor Price List for condominiums in July, 
1992 showed: 
  
Building A (Ambassador)                                        
1 and 5 Stack    $194,000 (1st fl) to $410,000 (PH) 
2 and 4 Stack.   $184,000 to $400,000     
3 stack.              $259,000 to $470,000 
 
Building B (Baron) 
1 and 5 Stack  $212,000 (1

st
 fl) to $410,000 (PH)    

2 and 4 Stack $202,000 to $400,000 
3 stack.  $277,000 to $470,000 
  

                      Note: If you are interested in a 
copy of the complete list, send me an email: 
jhg175@hotmail.com 
 
DID YOU KNOW?  At the time of that 
publication, only 41 units in Bldg. A and 17 
units in Bldg. B had been sold.  No units on the 
first floor in either building had sold but 3 
penthouse units in Bldg. A and all 5 
Penthouses in Bldg. B had sold.  Under 
Building parking was selling for $7,500 per 
space and carports for $2,500.  Boat slips sold 
separately. 
             
DID YOU KNOW?  Sixteen (16) units sold in 
2021 at an average selling price of $539,285.  
In 2020, seven (7) units at an average of 
$531,285; in 2019, five (5) units averaging 
$525,200 and in 2018, six (6) units averaging 
$518,833.  
 
Safe travels… 

John George, President 
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MESSAGE FROM THE MANAGER 

The results of the 2022 Annual Meeting held 

on March 31, 2022 are as follows: 

Ocean Harbor Board of Directors 

John George, President 

George Kessler, Vice President 

Ed Boerman, Treasurer 

Roger Shulze, Secretary 

Ron Morgan,  Director 

The Proposed Second Amended and Restated 

Declaration of Condominium, Articles of 

Incorporation, and the Bylaws all passed. 

A Checklist for Leaving Ocean Harbor for an 

Extended Period of Time is included at the end 

of this newsletter. Please read this checklist 

and prepare your condo unit accordingly if you 

are leaving Ocean Harbor for the season. 

 

Andrea Favalon, FSR Manager 

 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR 

“TALKING TRASH” 

The staff would like to thank 

everyone who has been doing 

the right thing when it comes to 

the trash room. We truly 

appreciate your effort! 

Remember: No glass down the 

chute and PLEASE tie your garbage bags shut. 

Otherwise, there will be a big mess. Thank 

you! 

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! Do not put fish 

guts down the trash chute. Do not put them in 

the trash room. Put them in the bay. The birds 

and fish will thank you. Your neighbors will 

thank you. 

Jim Whitten, Maintenance Supervisor 

 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

COMMITTEE 

Why we need a new boardwalk 

When we spotted Jim, Manny, Mike and Don 

pulling up boards from the very, very old 

boardwalk, we asked them if they were 

replacing the boards because they are rotted. 

They said, “It’s true that some are rotted and 

need replacing, but the main reason we’re 

doing this is because we’re “board.” 

 

 

Lighting Project 

 
There were many hands involved in the 3-year 

lighting project thus far. The volunteers have 

saved Ocean harbor some of the cost of this 

huge project. There will always be some 

projects that we can do ourselves, i.e., lighting 

atriums, bushes, waterfront, etc.  
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In these three years, projects ranged from a 

team placing bulbs into the path lights, to 

installing up-lights by the Royal Palms, to 

painting the 1,000-foot-long conduit runs along 

our wall and running early experiments on all 

types of lights.  

Heavy Llifters: Mike Banks, Ed Boerman, 

George Kessler, Rit Kahmer, Dan 

Dumouchelle, Don Rahm, Dave Bonnice 

Contributors: Denise DeChristoforo, Steve 

Mitchell, Kathy Banks, Jan Boerman, Pat 

Kahmer, Marty Ross, Jim, Manny, Andrea, 

Mike Englebert, and the "Path Light Bulb 

Installation Crew": Don Ziegler, Mary Kay 

Kessler, Brenda and Mike Peretto, Betty 

Rahm, Roger and Barb Shulze, Sandy and 

John George, and a host of others. 

Tony DeChristoforo, chair 

 

KAYAK LAUNCH UPDATE 

 

The Kayak Club evaluated several design 

concepts for a kayak launch at Ocean Harbor 

and decided on the EZ-Dock Kayak Launch 

System. The picture above is a rendering of 

this system attached to our boardwalk. EZ-

Dock was chosen as the best design for safety, 

ergonomics, maintenance, and durability. The 

committee is in the process of preparing the 

necessary permit application materials to send 

to Fort Myers Beach, the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection, and the Army Corps 

of Engineers. A kayak club has been formed 

and is open to all interested kayakers. If you 

would like to get involved, please contact 

Denise DeChristoforo. 

Denise DeChristoforo 

Roger Shulze 

Georger Kessler 

Betts Bonito 

“HOTDOGGERS” 

“Saturday Hot 

Dogs” has been 

an Ocean Harbor 

tradition for well 

over 30 years. 

During that time, 

willing volunteers 

have cooked and served 1000’s of hot dogs, 

Italian sausages, and brats to owners, renters 

and guests. In turn, the proceeds have been 

used to purchase a variety of enhancements 

for the property including the cantilever 

umbrella and blue canopy tents at the pool; 

most of the park benches around the property; 

hotel-quality luggage carts for both buildings; 

the back bay BBQ grill and picnic table; Ocean 

Harbor Logo signs above the ramps; and 

more... 

I’ve had the pleasure of being “in charge” of 

this venture for almost 20 years and it is truly 

one on my favorite activities at Ocean Harbor. 

It’s a good time for all involved and a tradition 

worth continuing but it’s also time for someone 

new in the role. If anyone has an interest taking 

over this function, I’ll be happy to help you get 

it started next year. You can give me a call at  

716-380-2408. 

Sandy George, retiring Hotdogger Queen 
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OCEAN HARBOR OWNERS’ PORTAL 

The new Owner’s Portal is being designed and 

is necessary to be complaint with new Florida 

Condo Association website rules. Our attorney  

provided a clear list of what must be included, 

and our web designer and communications 

committee are hard at work to complete the 

project. The owner’s portal will provide easy 

access to many important documents including 

how to access our new security gate access 

system. The project is estimated to be 

completed within the next few months.  

Denise DeChristoforo 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE COLUMN 

As the 2022 season has come 

to a close your social committee 

is reflecting back on our events.  

With the help of the completed 

questionnaires we have already 

started planning for 2023. Music by Roy and 

Thunder Beach were the 2 most popular 

entertainers. Bingo by the pool was a great hit 

and more Trivia events will also be planned. 

The Tiki bar will continue with 2 new managers 

stepping up to help. All of these events take 

time and planning. Thank you everyone who 

volunteered and supported our Ocean Harbor 

events. We have a few surprises in mind for 

you next year! 

Jan Boerman Chairperson; Committee 

members: Char Hester, Betty Rahm, Brenda 

Peretto, Myra Miller  

 

FORT MYERS BEACH 

NEWS 

Estero Boulevard Improvement 

The Estero Boulevard Improvement Project 

was officially completed after seven years of 

non-stop construction. The ribbon-cutting 

ceremony for the project took place on 

Wednesday, March 30 in the parking lot of 

Charley’s Boat House Grill. 

The project, costing $80 million, included 

trolley stops and sidewalks on both sides of the 

boulevard. On-road bike lanes were added 

where possible. Center turning lanes were 

added so traffic won’t be held up by people 

turning left. Drainage is significantly improved, 

solving flooding of the road after a big rain. 

While the new boulevard is certainly an 

improvement, there still will be traffic 

challenges for some time to come. Now that 

the boulevard project has been completed, 

construction of a new bridge on the south end 

of the island will begin. Meanwhile, the 

Margaritaville project is in full-swing near 

downtown.  

Big Carlos Bridge Project 

 

Computer rendering of proposed new Big Carlos Bridge as 

seen from Lovers Key Beach Club. Source: 

bigcarlosbridgeproject.com 

In October, 2021, the Florida Department of 

Transportation approved the location and 

design for the Big Carlos Pass Bridge on 

Estero Boulevard from Estrellita Drive to the 

Lovers Key State Park entrance. The proposed 

project will replace the drawbridge over Big 
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Carlos Pass with a fixed bridge with a center 

navigation clearance of 60 feet. The new 

bridge will be built on the Gulf side of the 

existing bridge and the old bridge will be taken 

down after the new bridge has been 

completed. The new bridge will have one travel 

lane each way, bike lanes, a six-foot-wide 

sidewalk on the bay side and a 10-foot-wide 

multi-use path on the gulf side. Parking for 

Lovers Key State Park will be on the southeast 

side of the bridge. The total project cost is 

estimated to be $80.2 million including $25 

million in federal funds. 

 

The final design and permit phase for the 

bridge is underway. Lee County Department of 

Transportation expects to begin construction of 

the new bridge this year. Construction of the 

bridge is anticipated to take two to three years. 

The existing bridge will remain open during the 

construction of the new bridge. The current 

bridge is considered safe for motorists. 

Project updates can be found at 

https://bigcarlosbridgeproject.com/ 

Roger Shulze 

 

https://bigcarlosbridgeproject.com/
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AROUND THE POOL 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

 

  

We are looking for a covered 

parking spot near the A Building. 

Contact Michael and Brenda in 302A 

or call (586) 703-8586 
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